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From the dark, mysterious depths of the sacred well of Chichen-ltza, Mexico, (left) divers have recovered a unique hoard of artifacts which has given a comprehensive view of the aesthetic life of the Mayas. Right, a broad, paved avenue leads from the well to the main pyramid temple of the city. Above, in the foreground, sculptured wall of the main pyramid temple with view onto the "Temple of the Warriors".
in the Peabody Museum, which has perhaps the world's greatest collection of Mayan jade), stone sculptures, gold and copper discs, remains of skeletons, darts and dart throwers, heads of arrows and spears made of flint and other kinds of stone, bits of ancient fabric and bells, pendants and other Items cast, engraved or beaten i-n gold.
Many of the supposedly gold objects were of low grade alloy, containing more copper than gold, and most of the jade or gold objects were brought up jn fragments. They had apparently been purposely broken, but in such a way that heads and features were left intact. • Believed to have life, they were "killed" by being broken before being thrown into the well as offerings.
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Thompson's writings indicate that he had not recovered more than a tenth of the contents of the well.
About half a century later, in 1954, the Exploration and Water Sports Club of Mexico, of which I was a director, sent a scuba diving team to Chichen-ltza to continue the work begun by Edward Thompson. But it was soon decided that recovery operations were Impossible with scuba equipment alone because of the poor visibility and difficulties with artificial lighting.
A second attempt was made by the club in 1960-61 under the direction of the National Institute of Anthropology and History of Mexico and with the cooperation of the National Geographic
Society, in the U.S.A. Many artifacts were recovered, but after four months, operations were again suspended.
In 1967, the Mexican underwater explorers with archaeologists from the National Institute resumed work" at the well, this time with a group of American associates. The idea was to pump the well dry or get the water chemically pure and crystal clear. Pumping lowered the water-level about 5 metres, but no further. The alternative was then tried. Pumping was stopped and the water was allowed to come back to its original level (it was not possible with the equipment on hand to pump and filter at the same time).
An analysis of the water showed that
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